
Minutes 
Indiana Water Monitoring Council Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

March, 13, 2018 
USGS Indiana Water Science Center, 5957 Lakeside Boulevard, Indianapolis 

 Meeting Called to Order at 10:35 am. 
Attendees: 
Jeremy Webber 
Jade Young 
Jill Hoffmann 
Jody Arthur 
Jeff Frey 
Sara Peel 
Joe Foy 
Julie Harrold 

 

 Old Business 
• New Issues Paper  

The new issues summary on Algal Blooms and Toxins, written by Brittany Maule in collaboration 
with other InWMC member experts, is now online at: https://www.inwmc.net/resources/water-
resource-issues/algal-blooms-and-toxin-production/ 
 

• Invitation to Participate  
Jeff Frey attended the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) meeting 
on behalf of the InWMC in Chicago on February 8. He said the primary purpose of the meeting was 
to get feedback to inform the USGS on water resource needs and what its role should be in meeting 
those needs. He presented a short summary about the InWMC and talked about the role that USGS 
has played in getting the InWMC started and the role it continues to play in the council.  
 

• Board Election Update 
Election results are in but still need to be finalized. Jody Arthur will do so by next meeting.  

 
• Treasurer Report 

$1135.97 Checking 
$50.11 Savings 
$614.76 PayPal 

              Total Funds = $1,800.84 
 

 Committee Reports 
Data Optimization: Nothing to report or request of the board. 
 
Groundwater Focus: Randy Bayless updated the board on recent activities. He said the committee 
continues to meet regularly. They are still working on the arsenic issue and are now also exploring 
other ideas for areas they might wish to focus on in 2018. They are considering looking at nutrients 
in ground water – nitrate in particular – and ground water-surface water interactions. There is one 
site in the Kankakee watershed in which the well has been decommissioned. So, they are now 
looking at new sites and are considering a possible site in Hamilton County.  
 
Randy mentioned that the Geological Society of America is holding its annual conference in 
Indianapolis this fall, which will include a day-long session on ground water. The Indiana Geological 
and Water Survey will be leading a field trip to the Lost River. Someone on the board suggested that 
we look into the cost of having an exhibitor space at the conference.  If we are able to place an 
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exhibit and are interested, Jody Arthur said the Communications Committee would be able to help 
design a display.  
 
Randy mentioned that he had requested feedback from folks on the Indiana Water Summary for 
2017 to see if he might need to change anything for the 2018. Jill Hoffman asked if the summary 
revealed any recommendations that she might be able to use in the upcoming Water Summit she is 
planning. He said that so far, he hasn’t gotten any feedback but added that there is clearly a lot 
going on in Indiana and that these efforts could benefit from some coordination.  
 
He’s ready to start on the 2018 summary soon. There weren’t any nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) included in the 2017 nor were all academic institutions in Indiana solicited the first time. So, 
he might try to extend our reach a bit this time around. He said that Kentucky puts maps in the front 
of their report to show the spatial coverage of the programs it discusses, but he said that takes a lot 
of time. Jody Arthur recommended adding information on any partnerships between the 
organizations covered to help people connect the dots for better collaboration, noting that we are 
so used to thinking in terms of sites and less in terms of organizations. 
 
Randy was pleased to mention that Kentucky’s Interagency Technical Advisory Committee/Council is 
now modeling their meetings after the InWMC’s Groundwater Focus Committee. They are including 
an educational component to the meetings and everyone takes their hats off at the door.   
 
Communications: Nothing to report or request of the board. 
 

 Strategic Plan Review  

Jeremy Webber said the Strat Plan Committee (ad hoc) will begin meeting again soon. 

 New Business 
Membership Needs survey and Flyer Review 
The members in attendance reviewed the member needs survey Jill Hoffman put together.   
It was suggested that we should add a couple of paragraphs to explain why we’re asking for 
feedback. Once completed, we can send the survey through our FB and Twitter feeds and to IWRA 
members via Jeff Martin. Possibly also the Indiana Silver Jackets. The survey should be ready to send 
in about a month.  

 
The board also reviewed the flyer Jill developed. Jill suggested we might want to consider doing a 
small print run for use at our symposia. Sara Peel asked Jill to replace one of the photographs in the 
flyer with a more current one.  
 
Water Summit 
Jill Hoffman asked the board to begin thinking of topics for the Water Summit she’s planning for this 
year, which will be a day-long event targeted to water resource professionals and legislators. The 
event is funded through the White River Alliance but Jill said she would love for the InWMC to have 
a presence. She will send the board a one-pager with more info and will put together a small 
working committee to refine the agenda for the event. Dates are TBD but she’s thinking between 
the middle and end of August in order to get ahead of the Environmental Legislative Committee 
work this fall. 
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 Next meeting is Tuesday, March 13, 2018 10:30-12:30 pm. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 11:40 am. 


