
   

  

School Branch Watershed 
By: InWMC Board Members 

 
A collaboration of federal, state, local, and academic entities along with dedicated conservation-minded 
farmers in the School Branch watershed near Indianapolis, Indiana will provide a unique monitoring 
opportunity to assess the chemical, physical, and biological impacts of conservation practices at the 
watershed, sub-watershed, and edge-of- field scales. The project will measure water quality in tile drains, 
overland flow, streamwater, and groundwater to assess if conservation cropping systems that improve soil 
health in predominantly corn and soybean row crop agriculture can decrease the transport of nutrients to 
streams.  
 
The project builds upon the efforts of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) National Water Quality Initiative, and monitoring and evaluation efforts from 
the United States Geological Survey (USGS), Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), 
Marion County Health Department (MCHD), USDA NRCS, and Indiana University - Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) Center for Earth and Environmental Services (CEES), the Indiana Geological Survey 
(IGS) Center for Geospatial Data Analysis (CGDA),  the Office of the Indiana State Chemist (OISC),  at 
different watershed scales. As with all good collaborations, each group brings a different skill or component to 
improve the overall study. 
 
The project area is School Branch, a small (8.4 square miles) watershed located in northeastern Hendricks 
County, Indiana.  School Branch is nested in the Eagle Creek watershed, which is within the Upper White 
River Watershed. Land use in the watershed is predominately corn and soybean agriculture with interspersed 
residential and populated areas. School Branch eventually drains into Eagle Creek Reservoir, a primary 
drinking water source for Indianapolis.  
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Water in the News 

School Branch Watershed continued… 
 

CEES has commenced sampling a tile drain and overland flow site from two fields on the Mike 
Starkey farm that will be adjusted for application rates of fertilizer,  cover crops, and other BMPs.  
CEES continues to monitor output from above and below a bioreactor located on one of Mike 
Starkey’s fields that effectively denitrifies nitrogen, removing it from the stream. 

 
Just downstream from the bioreactor monitoring site, the 
CGDA has installed a coupled meteorological/unsaturated 
zone/groundwater monitoring station including soil moisture 
and potential evapotranspiration measurements as part of 
their effort to better understand the physical hydrology of the 
watershed. Data from this site and another coupled water-
balance monitoring station on Jack Maloney’s farm are part 
of an effort to better understand how surface energy and 
moisture budgets control water and solute movement 
through the unsaturated zone. The data have been used in 

conjunction with groundwater monitoring data collected in the watershed to develop a preliminary 
groundwater model for the watershed.  

 
The USGS has installed and operates (1) a continuous water 
quality-monitoring gage (a “water quality super gage”) 
downstream of the area of the School Branch watershed with 
farmland dominated by conservation cropping systems 
management. The super gage will continuously monitor 
streamflow and nitrate, orthophosphate, and turbidity (which 
will then be modeled to determine suspended sediment) in the 
stream water year-round. The USGS will also have (2) a 
streamflow gage upstream of the conservation cropping area 
and (3) a streamflow gage in a residential area downstream of 
the sentry gage. IDEM will sample water quality at the two stream gages monthly as part of their 
Fixed Station Monitoring Program and the MCHD also samples monthly at these same two sites.  

 
The USGS will sample water quality routinely at the 
sentry gage and increase the sampling frequency at the 
two stream gages. The three USGS gages will provide 
streamflow data that can be combined with the water 
quality data to compute loads of nutrients and 
sediments for three stream reaches, and will 
supplement the EOF monitoring. The MCHD will 
sample water-quality at the mouth of School Branch at 
a frequency similar to the sampling at the three gages.  
Additionally, water samples will be sent to OISC to be 
analyzed for the presence of low level amounts of 
neonicotinoid insecticides, dicamba, 2,4-D, 
glyphosate, and glyphosate metabolites. 
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 School Branch Watershed continued… 
 
IDEM and the USGS installed 4 shallow monitoring wells on either side of the stream near the 
sentry gage. The wells will be used to measure groundwater level and temperature to understand 
groundwater contribution to the stream at the gage. The USGS will also sample the wells quarterly 
for nutrients. Multiple additional study components including biological assessments and nutrient 
source tracking may be added to the overall study plan to help answer questions.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2015 Northern Indiana Lakes 
Festival a Success 
Madisson Heinl, Communications Specialist, Center for Lakes 
& Streams 

 
The 2015 Northern Indiana Lakes Festival was this 
June 5-20. The annual Lakes Festival is an event 
coordinated by the Center for Lakes & Streams to 
celebrate and learn about local lakes and 
waterbodies, specifically those in Kosciusko 
County. Approximately 5,000 people attended 
Lakes Festival activities this year and over 200 
people volunteered to help at the festival.  
 
The Lakes Festival is an important event in 
Kosciusko County because it provides opportunities 
for community members to learn about how to take 
care of their local lake in a setting that also provides 
free hands-on activities and entertainment for 
people of all ages. Many people in the community 
have never received lake education or are not aware 
of best practices to aid in protecting our lakes. 
However, 98% of attendees surveyed said they were 
more likely to help protect our lakes after coming to 
the Lakes Festival. The Lakes Festival also 
illustrates the need for increased lake education in 
and around the community as 60% of attendees 
surveyed said the festival raised their knowledge of 
lake issues.  
 
The Northern Indiana Lakes Festival is an event 
like no other that brings local organizations together 
to educate the community while also providing a 
fun environment for attendees and their children to 
enjoy. 100 groups and 42 sponsors partnered with 
the Center for Lakes & Streams to make the 2015 
Lakes Festival a success. 
 
The Center for Lakes & Streams is looking forward 
to planning the 2016 Northern Indiana Lakes 
Festival! 
 

Local Lakes: Highs and Lows 
Dr. Nate Bosch, Director, Center for Lakes & Streams 
 
This year, the Center for Lakes & Streams released 
the results of a three year study (2011-2013) of lake 
water level influences for Lake Wawasee and 
Syracuse Lake. The purpose of this expanded study 
was to evaluate the causes of lake level changes 
during normal years (taken as 2011 and 2013) and a 
drought year (taken as 2012). In 2012, northern 
Indiana experienced below average rainfall and 
above average temperatures. Both of these factors 
combined to lower water levels on Wawasee and 
Syracuse lakes. That year, the lake levels of 
Wawasee and Syracuse dropped about 18 inches 
below normal, and levels returned to normal by 
early 2013.  
 
Lake residents have expressed continued interest in 
the causes of changing water levels and how they 
can help prevent levels from falling far below 
normal in the future. To answer these questions, the 
center developed water budgets for the lakes 
themselves as well as the watershed area around the 
lakes to quantify influences on these levels. Study 
results showed that going into the drought, total 
inflow into the lakes decreased by 38% from 2011 
to 2012, while total outflow decreased by 28% over 
the same time. Coming out of the drought from 
2012 to 2013, total inflow increased by 44% and 
total outflow increased by only about 6%. 
Precipitation was the largest inflow in all three 
years. Precipitation was 47% of the inflows in 2011, 
41% in 2012, and 44% in 2013. In regard to 
outflows, the Syracuse dam outlet flow was the 
largest in 2011 (60%) and evaporation flow was the 
largest in 2012 (66%) and 2013 (49%).  
 
Residential irrigation outflow directly from the 
lakes was about 2% of total outflow in the non-
drought years and increased to 3% of total outflow 
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 Local Lakes: Highs and Lows continued… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in 2012. Industrial and agricultural irrigation in the surrounding watershed by comparison was only 1% of total 
outflow in non-drought years and 2% in drought year. This study demonstrates that the main causes of the 
changing lake levels are uncontrollable factors. It also showed that irrigation systems were not as influential as 
first thought, but still impact the lake, especially during drought years. 
 
In contrast, this year has been exceptionally rainy. The excessive precipitation this summer has greatly 
influenced waterbodies in Kosciusko County, causing flooding and high flows several weeks during these few 
months. As a result, several Indiana lakes have been closed to high-speed boating due to these high water levels, 
including Lake Wawasee and Lake Tippecanoe.  

 
                

               
 

White River Alliance now accepting nominations for 2015 Watershed 
Stewardship Awards 

 
Awards will be given to those demonstrating leadership, creativity, and innovation in the realm of water 
resource protection within the Upper White River Watershed  
 
Submissions due by Friday, August 14 | Awards celebration September 29 
 
The White River Alliance is now accepting nominations for the 2015 Watershed Stewardship Awards. Finalists 
and award winners will be recognized at the White River Alliance Stewardship Celebration on Tuesday, 
September 29 at The Crane Bay in Indianapolis at 5:30 p.m. The awards celebration follows the 17-day White 
River Festival, an annual celebration of the White River and the area’s land, wildlife, plants, streams and 
people, and will honor those that are committed to a healthy, sustainable environment in central Indiana. The 
2015 White River Festival runs September 11-27.  
 
To White River Alliance Executive Director Jill Hoffmann, the Stewardship Awards Celebration is a perfect 
capstone to the Festival. “The Celebration provides a time to reflect on the events of the previous two weeks and 
the collective energy and momentum that has emerged as a result of those events. Especially this year as we 
introduce an official call-to-action for the festival, what better way to wrap up two weeks than by honoring 
those individuals and organizations who are models of action?” 
 
Award Categories 
For full descriptions of award categories, visit http://thewhiteriveralliance.org/awards/ The PDF is available at: 
http://thewhiteriveralliance.org/call-for-nominations/ 

• Outstanding Innovation In Policy or Program: Human Environment 
• Excellence in Sustainable Design or Construction: Built Environment 
• Exception Commitment to Conservation: Resource Protection or Conservation 
• Distinguished Member of the Year: Extraordinary Demonstration of Leadership 
• Exemplary White River Festival Event/Exhibit: Creativity and Community Engagement 

Submission information 
All applications must include the following: 

• Name of person or organization being nominated (if it is a project submission, include the name 
of owner and the project leader) 

• Name of the policy/program or project or event/exhibit being nominated 
 

http://thewhiteriveralliance.org/awards/
http://thewhiteriveralliance.org/call-for-nominations/
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• Is the project/program possible to replicate 

elsewhere? Y/N 
• Describe worthiness of award as it relates to 

the qualifications described for the award (750 
word limit) 

• If applicable, describe how the policy/program 
or project meets/exceeds regulatory 
requirements (250 word limit) 

• If applicable, describe how the project will be 
maintained 

 
Attach electronic photos or supporting 
documentation as appropriate. 
All applications must be submitted electronically to 
lisa@thewhiteriveralliance.org. 
 
Submissions are due by Friday, August 14, 2015 
by 5 p.m. 
 
About the White River Festival 
Funded in large part by the Nina Mason Pulliam 
Charitable Trust, the White River Festival is 
coordinated by the White River Alliance in 
partnership with more than a dozen conservation-
minded organizations and community arts and 
education institutions. The Festival is a project of 
the White River Alliance, a non-profit coalition of 
local governments, educators, allied organizations, 
industries and citizens working together to improve 
and protect water resources throughout central 
Indiana. The watershed of the upper White River 
extends from the river’s source in a farmer’s field in 
Randolph County across 16 counties into the tips of 
Brown, Owen and Monroe. Whether you live, work, 
or play near it, the White River impacts central 
Indiana. It matters.  
 
The 2015 White River Festival is September 11-27. 
For more information, visit whiteriverfestival.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 DNR Happy with Outcome of West 
Boggs Lake Project 
By: Debra King, Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
 
DNR officials are happy with the outcome of a 
project to improve fishing at West Boggs Lake in 
Daviess and Martin counties. 

 
In fall 2014, officials drained and treated the lake to 
eradicate gizzard shad and other undesirable species 
in an effort to restore a balanced fishery.   

 
After the renovation, the lake was restocked with 
104,374 largemouth bass, 462,476 bluegills and 
195,245 redear sunfish, all fingerlings. A total of 
816 adult largemouth bass also were restocked after 
being salvaged by anglers during spring bass 
tournaments and by biologists during fall 
electrofishing. There were 55 adult channel catfish 
returned as well. 

   
DNR biologist sampled the lake on June 22 to 
monitor the survival and growth of fish stocked last 
fall. 

 
The fish appeared to be in good shape. More 
importantly, no gizzard shad were detected. 

 
Largemouth bass fingerlings, which averaged 3.9 
inches when stocked last fall, now average 7 inches 
and are fat, according to fisheries biologists. Bass 
collected ranged in length from 1.9 to 12 inches and 
the electrofishing catch rate was 213 bass per hour. 
Spawning activity by salvaged bass was also 
evident by the presence of new fingerlings.   

 
Bluegills and redear sunfish are making excellent 
gains in growth, too. During surveying, bluegills 
were collected that measured as long as 6.7 inches. 
When stocked last October, bluegills averaged 1 
inch; they now average 3.6 inches. The 
electrofishing catch rate was 39 bluegills per hour. 
Redear sunfish were collected up to 3.9 inches, and 
averaged 3.8 inches.  
 
Black crappie are scheduled to be stocked this fall. 
 

mailto:lisa@thewhiteriveralliance.org
http://www.whiteriverfestival.org/
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Indiana water-resource issues: Biological Integrity of Surface Water 
By: InWMC Board Members 
 
The Federal Clean Water Act of 1972 had as its stated goal “to restore the physical, chemical, and 
biological integrity of the nation’s waters.” The legislation set in motion various programs that have 
resulted in much cleaner water in the United States. Part of the effort included funds to monitor 
chemistry, biology, and habitat of lakes and streams to see if we’re making any progress. For 
example, every wastewater treatment facility in the country does some kind of chemical monitoring 
to assure that a chemical standard is being met as the water is released back into the natural 
environment. Habitats such as swamps, 
lakeshores, and stream banks are being 
protected or restored. And now water 
resource professionals are using biological 
monitoring tools to measure ecological 
health. Plants and animals that live in water 
are continuously exposed to the many 
chemicals and other “pollutants” that may 
occur there. Many of these pollutants are 
virtually undetectable by chemical analysis 
and have no water quality standards 
established to regulate them. When combined with habitat alterations, they may drastically alter 
aquatic communities. This makes the process of biological monitoring a very good way to identify 
and solve many water quality issues that cannot be addressed by chemical sampling alone.   
 
Water-resource professionals in Indiana focusing on biological monitoring of water quality: 

 Carol Newhouse (Hoosier Riverwatch) 
 Stacey Sobat (Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management) 
 Tom Simon (Indiana University) 
 Jeff Frey (U.S. Geological Survey) 
 Greg Bright (Commonwealth Biomonitoring) 
 Mark Pyron (Ball State University) 

Biological monitoring is done most often by comparing the numbers and types of plants and animals 
present in a stream or lake with those that would be expected to occur at a similar “reference” site 
(one in which human influence is minimal). The aquatic communities most commonly used to make 
these measurements are fish and benthic macroinvertebrates (small animals without backbones such 
as insects, snails, and crustaceans that live on the rocks and sediment of lakes and streams). When 
scientifically tested methods of collection and analysis are used, a numerical score of ecological 
health (sometimes called an index of biological integrity) is obtained that is both accurate and 
reproducible. Where low index scores occur, trained professionals can often use the biological 
information to also diagnose the cause of the problem (low dissolved oxygen, toxic substances, 
excess nutrient or sediment inputs, etc.). Biological monitoring is also very helpful in doing “before 
and after” studies that can determine if an environmental restoration effort has been successful. 

To see additional related resources go to: http://www.inwmc.org/page-1840605  

http://www.inwmc.org/page-1840605
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DNR Reclamation Earns National 
Award 
By: Jack McGriffin, Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
 
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Reclamation has earned national 
recognition for its work to eliminate the Minnehaha 
slurry pond in Sullivan County.  
 
The project was done at Abandoned Mines Land 
(AML) Site 2052, east of Dugger. It addressed 
urgent safety and environmental dangers posed by a 
weakened levee that was holding back the 
abandoned slurry pond. A sudden failure would have 
caused a massive discharge of water and slurry 
downstream, damaging property and threatening 
public health and safety.  
 
The project repaired the levee, reclaimed the coal 
refuse, and remediated the acid mine drainage.  
 
The honor, the 2015 Mid-Continent Regional 
Award, is from the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation and 
Enforcement (OSMRE). It recognizes an exemplary 
reclamation project that emphasizes the elimination 
of dangerous health, safety and environmental 
problems resulting from abandoned mine lands 
within OSMRE’s mid-continent region. 
   
DNR Reclamation engineers designed a landform to 
accommodate a large sulfate-reducing bioreactor, 
significantly improving the quality of water leaving 
the site. The engineers used an adjacent completed 
project and cooperated with a neighboring active 
mine to increase efficiency and achieve superior 
landscape-wide reclamation.  
 
“This project was one of the most expensive in cost 
and extensive in scope projects we have attempted in 
our 30 years of construction,” said Steve 
Weinzapfel, Division of Reclamation director. “In a 
very confined work space, we treated and released 
more than 6 million gallons of water, created a 
groundbreaking sulfate-reducing bioreactor and 
surrounded the site with a geomorphic design 

incorporating a meandering stream and gently 
sloping hills.  
 
“Our internal engineering and design staff did a 
great job of planning, while the on-site project 
manager remained flexible and met unexpected 
challenges with innovative suggestions. It is a 
great example of teamwork.”  
 
Work was completed by Aigner Construction, Inc. 
of Boonville, at a cost of $6.59 million. 
 
DNR Reclamation administers the surface coal 
mining laws for the State of Indiana. The 
Inspection and Enforcement Section permits and 
inspects active coal mines. The Restoration 
Section is responsible for eliminating public 
health and safety hazards and environmental 
degradation resulting from coal mining activities 
that took place prior to the enactment of the 
current reclamation law.  
 
All DNR Reclamation activities are funded 
through fees collected from active coal mining 
production. Without the collection of the fees, 
projects such as the work at Minnehaha could not 
be completed. Indiana is a member of both the 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission and the 
National Association of Abandoned Mine Land 
Programs. Both organizations are in the early 
stages of seeking congressional extension of the 
fee collection before its expiration in 2021.    
 
For more information, call the Reclamation field 
office in Jasonville at (812) 665-2207; or, toll- 
free if calling inside Indiana at 1-800-772-6463; 
or visit their website at dnr.IN.gov/reclamation. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/reclamation/


 

Page 8 
 

Water in the News 

  

Ag Water Quality Monitoring Forum: Advancing Indiana’s Nutrient and Soil 
Health Strategy 
August 28, 2015 (9am-4:30pm), Indiana Farm Bureau Building (downtown Indianapolis) 
 
On August 28th, the InWMC; along with the USDA-NRCS, Indiana Farm Bureau, and Purdue University; will 
co-sponsor an Agriculture Water Quality Monitoring Forum exploring the effects of practices for surface-water 
nutrient loading and associated research. The event will bring together leading researchers in the state focusing 
on the effects of practices on water quality, share updates on the Indiana Nutrient Management and Soil Health 
Strategy, and gather input on recommended protocols and study designs. Presentations will also include updates 
from nutrient research being conducted in Iowa, North Carolina, and Ohio. Additionally, afternoon facilitated 
breakout sessions will seek input from attendees on increasing collaboration for research that can accelerate the 
implementation of proven conservation measures. Event registration is free and can be completed at the 
Council’s website (www.inwmc.org) by clicking on “Events”. A full agenda is also available on the registration 
website. We hope to see you there! 
 
Explore aquatic ecology at Paynetown SRA, Aug. 20 
  
Monroe Lake is hosting an aquatic ecology workshop at Paynetown State Recreation Area on Thursday, August 
20th.The two-hour workshop starts at 9:30 a.m. and will cover the basic “operation” of a freshwater lake and 
indicators to help determine water quality.  
 
The workshop will begin indoors and then move outside for field work in the shallow-water shoreline area of 
Monroe Lake. The workshop costs $5 per person and is limited to 10 people, ages 16 and older. Advance 
registration is required by Aug. 17 at bit.ly/aquaticecology2015.  
 
For more information, email Monroe Lake interpretive naturalist Jill Vance at jvance@dnr.IN.gov.  
  
Paynetown SRA (stateparks.IN.gov/2954.htm) is at 4850 South State Road 446, Bloomington, 47401. 
 

EPA Wants to Monitor How Long Hotel Guests 
Spend in the Shower. See entire article here: 
http://freebeacon.com/issues/epa-wants-to-
monitor-how-long-hotel-guests-spend-in-the-
shower/  

Pueblo of Santa Ana Granted Federal Authority to 
Protect Water Quality. See entire article at: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/0DC65
9BDC3EFBC5685257E8A0056A0A2  

EPA Report to Congress: Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative is Accelerating Great Lakes Cleanup and 
Protections. See entire article at: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/CEDA8C1
04ED7D7E285257E9000574C8C  
 
Cottonwood Creek, Inc. to pay $170,000 for Clean 
Water Act violations at oil pumping facility in Big 
Horn County, Wyoming. See entire article at: 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/8BE50641
753B8EEB85257E830062B60D  

 
 

         

Recent News Releases 

Save the Date! 
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http://bit.ly/aquaticecology2015
mailto:jvance@dnr.IN.gov
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2954.htm
http://freebeacon.com/issues/epa-wants-to-monitor-how-long-hotel-guests-spend-in-the-shower/
http://freebeacon.com/issues/epa-wants-to-monitor-how-long-hotel-guests-spend-in-the-shower/
http://freebeacon.com/issues/epa-wants-to-monitor-how-long-hotel-guests-spend-in-the-shower/
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/0DC659BDC3EFBC5685257E8A0056A0A2
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/0DC659BDC3EFBC5685257E8A0056A0A2
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/CEDA8C104ED7D7E285257E9000574C8C
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http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/8BE50641753B8EEB85257E830062B60D
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/8BE50641753B8EEB85257E830062B60D
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However, there is one quote that is gets casually 
tossed around by the angry folks: 
 
“Someone will be responsible!” 
“Someone will pay!” 
 
Who is this “Someone” person?!  I have yet to 
meet anyone with this name, but they sure do 
have a lot to answer for…perhaps they are 
referring to Mother Nature? 
 
An unpopular answer 
 
If you have a flood insurance policy, then your 
insurance company will be responsible to help 
you with your loss. Otherwise, 9 times out of 10, 
the property owner is responsible for their private 
loss.  Unless someone can show some type of 
negligence by a community (perhaps the 
Drainage Department or Street Department failed 
to remove some crazy logjam), I think there is 
little chance that a community will reimburse 
people for their loss.  However, I am not an 
attorney.  I could be wrong. Overall, I think it 
seems unreasonable for people to assume that 
anyone can plan to handle that amount of 
water.  Most communities only have building 
standards for the 100-year rain event.  Installing a 
bigger pipe will definitely not solve the problem. 
 
The probability is what? 
 
There are many statistics floating around out 
there, but there is one that people do not hear 
enough about.  A house with a 30 year mortgage 
in the 100-year floodplain has a 26% chance of 
experiencing a flood and only a 9% chance of a 
fire.  People usually have insurance for a fire, but 
very rarely for a flood. 
FEMA considers everyone to live in a flood zone, 
with a low, moderate, or high level of risk. 
According to Floodsmart.gov, the official site of 
the National Flood Insurance Program, floods are 
the #1 natural disaster in the United 
States.  Approximately 25% of flood insurance 
claims are made for structures in a low to 
moderate risk area. 
 

People are experiencing incredible rain all around 
the Midwest.  Each week, there are new images of 
submerged cars, courageous rescues, flooded 
intersections, and houses with water pouring in the 
windows.  A picture on Twitter showed a Jacuzzi 
floating down the road.  I think we have had two 
500-year rain events in a month in the 
Jeffersonville area.  Amazing! 
 

 
A regular picture these days.  #Boring 

 
Someone will be responsible! 
 
With these extreme rain events, hundreds of emails 
and phone calls are ‘flooding’ in from all parts of 
the community. Most people are asking the same 
question either in-person or online (mostly 
Facebook): My car / house / shed / fence was 
underwater.   
 
Who will pay for my damage? 
 
People ask the question in various ways.  Some 
demand payment, others threaten lawsuit, a few 
ask for basic assistance (could we please check out 
the drains), others ask questions about where to 
purchase sandbags or cleaning supplies.  Some are 
furious, while others just want to get back to their 
normal routine. 

Epic rains continue. Angry people 
say “Someone will be 
responsible!” 
By: Bryan Wallace, www.southernindianaflood.com 

https://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/media_resources/stats.jsp
https://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/media_resources/stats.jsp
https://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/media_resources/stats.jsp
https://southernindianaflood.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/img953178.jpg
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Indiana Water Monitoring Council 
100 North Senate Ave Indianapolis, 

IN 46204 
 

Phone: 
317-308-3179 

Fax: 
317-308-3219 

E-Mail: 
info@InWMC.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/inwmc  

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.inwmc.org 

Become a Member! 
The Indiana Water Monitoring Council (InWMC) 

invites you to become a member today! 

The InWMC addresses the full range of water 
resources, physical, chemical, and biological, 

including ground and surface waters. 

Visit our website to learn more or click here to 
join today! 

InWMC serves as a broad-based collaborative 
body to help achieve effective and efficient 

collection, interpretation, and dissemination of 
basic data and processed information for use in 

addressing issues of Indiana waters. 

Join the InWMC today at: 
http://www.inwmc.org/page-303780 

 

You just don’t understand! 
 
Yes, I get it.  Flooding is a real bummer.  During 
the severe rain event we had last weekend, I lost 
power twice, once in the evening for three hours 
and again at 3 a.m. for six hours.  During those 
times, water was pouring into my basement sump 
pit and in a window well, so I ran two sump 
pumps off my battery backup system I have ready 
in the basement.  I had to go outside and bail 
water out of the window well several times 
during the lightning storm before I could get my 
backup sump pump installed in it.  I stayed up 
most the night so I could manage the massive 
amount of water hammering my sump pump 
system.  I was super tired. Was it fun?  No.  Was 
I prepared for an emergency?  Yes.  Would 
anyone have paid me for any damages that 
occurred?  No.  I do not have flood insurance.  It 
is my personal decision not to carry flood 
insurance for my home. 

 
My battery backup system consists of a 1600 watt power 

inverter, a Schumacher microprocessor controlled 
automatic battery charger, and two 6V G2 golf cart 

batteries. It looks cluttered, but it was an emergency! 
 
The flood finale 
 
It has been an epic summer.  I think it rained 5 
days straight last week, took a day off, and rained 
again the following day.  We are easily on track 
to have the wettest July and summer on 
record.  While I completely understand and have 
empathy for everyone that is suffering property 
damage, I am not sure that the local government 
entities are responsible for everyone’s 
loss.  Natural disasters happen, and local 
government is part of the team that helps rebuild 
so everyone can get back to their regular daily 
routine. 
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